ES Connect Downtown: Public Garden Crossings 
a 


Connect Downtown centers people—residents, 
commuters, and tourists—in a redesign of 
iconic streets in our downtown neighborhoods. 


Walking will be pleasant and easy. Safe, separated bikeways will 
serve and connect residents, employers, and local businesses. 
Families will explore Boston’s neighborhoods and iconic parks 
together, from the Esplanade to the Boston Common to the 


Southwest Corridor. 


Connect Downtown is a multi-phase project that will span 


several years. In 2020, we made changes to walk signals and 
created permanent separated bike lanes on the streets around 


the Public Garden and other downtown streets. 


In October 2019, over 3,000 pedestrians per hour crossed the 


street at some of the intersections around the Public Garden. 


And people riding bikes constituted about 10% of all traffic. 

















































































iy | vere BSR Pe ys . . . 
— i" |<  Now, we are considering design 
> ad = SEAMGRIDGE ST on 2 = 
2 ie J La | WALL 1 e e 
ar ny TAN | changes at five intersections 
| — i De en ee Lees 
me Se a 
| 7 | Wan Gi | v) J \\ // i} | 
poe near the Public Garden. Each 
os Y \ pn, 
! - > \ \Sr— \ : 4 mw d } 
\ =x —\ . BC \, e e e 
eA Z intersection is a key gateway to 
ee  sticeN\ at Charles)Street eo 
stArington street Wee ~ icd k 
— Oe ee OSC iconic OWntown parks. 
GARDENS.» [ DOW vn Je 
a ‘\ Ae BSE 






A 
Boylston Street | \V/0 NI | 
~at:Charles,Street —}}-——_y, > = a 


= / 
oo \\ j I j i i | 
— a | \ \ 


ORO 
BO 
oy pe \\ 





e Boylston Street at Charles Street 
e Charles Street crosswalk between 
the Public Garden and Boston 











Common 
e Beacon Street at Charles Street 






Pedestrian zone 


Bicycle facility 






e Beacon Street at Arlington Street 






Connect Downtown study area 


Open space 






e Commonwealth Avenue at Arlington 


A map showing the location of each intersection. Street 


Our work in 2020 focused on changes that we could make 
quickly. But, we were not able to make all of the changes you 
requested at that time. With this phase of the project, we intend 
to build lasting changes. We will prioritize people walking and 
keeping travelers safe. Our work will include new curbs, 


accessible crosswalks, and traffic signal equipment. 
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Boylston Street at Charles Street 


Last fall, we introduced separated bike lanes and new bike 
signals at this intersection. We think we can do better for 
people walking. 


"Can we make the intersections more 


compact and feel human-scaled?" 


Opportunity for new 
gateway to Boston 
Common with planting 
and seating areas. 


Landscaping design TBD. BOSTON 
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Our proposed design changes include the following: 


e Expand the sidewalk significantly next to the Boston 
Common. This creates a gateway entrance to the Common, 
with the potential for new plantings and benches. We are 
working closely with the Boston Common Master Plan. 

e Make all of the crosswalks wider. All of the curb ramps on the 
north side of Boylston Street are rebuilt and widened. 

e Slight change to traffic signal operations. No changes to 
vehicle capacity from current conditions. 

e Introduce southbound bicycle access on Charles Street to 
Boylston Street. This change improves access to Downtown. 
It provides an alternative to riding bikes through the Boston 


Common, which is not allowed. 


Note: We are showing a concept. Materials and details will 


change with additional engineering. 
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Charles Street crosswalk between the 
Public Garden and Boston Common 


Last year, we expanded the size of the crosswalk and made the 


Walk light come up twice as often as it did before. 


"This iS a special place, a major gateway 
between two iconic, historic open spaces— 
and should look like it!" 
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Our proposed design changes include the following: 


e Widen the curb ramps to match the existing 60' wide 
crosswalk. 
e Add another pedestrian signal. 


e No changes to traffic signal operations nor vehicle capacity. 


Install a bike signal to stop southbound bicyclists while 


pedestrians are crossing Charles Street. 


Note: We are showing a concept. Materials and details will 


change with additional engineering. 
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Beacon Street at Charles Street 


Last year, we added a one-way separated bike lane on Charles 


Street and on Beacon Street. 
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Our proposed design changes include the following: 


e Build two raised islands to protect people walking and biking. 
One is located on the west side of Charles Street just south 
of the crosswalk between the Boston Common and Public 
Garden. The other is on the south side of Beacon Street 
between Charles Street and River Street. 

e Retain existing crosswalks and curb ramps. 

e No changes to traffic signal operations nor vehicle capacity. 

e Introduce southbound bicycling on Charles Street between 
Beacon Street and Boylston Street. The existing separated 
bike lane on this block will be made two-way. This change 
improves access to Downtown. It provides an alternative to 
riding bikes through the Boston Common, which is not 
allowed. 


Note: We are showing a concept. Materials and details will 


change with additional engineering. 
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Beacon Street at Arlington Street 


We've heard from you about how difficult it can be to cross this 
intersection. People walking from the Public Garden to the 
Arthur Fiedler Footbridge have to cross Beacon Street via a 
small island. 


People biking do not have a direct connection to the separated 
bike lane on Beacon Street. Many bicyclists also use this 
intersection to access the Esplanade by walking their bikes over 
the Fiedler Footbridge. The current design does not offer a way 
to do this. 


"Being on the Island in the middle of the 
intersection Is like being a penguin onan 


iceberg with rising sea levels." 
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Our proposed design changes include the following: 


e Simplify the pedestrian crossing between the Public Garden 
and the Arthur Fiedler Footbridge. 

e Build two new crosswalks. One goes across Arlington Street 
on the south side of Beacon Street. The other goes across 
Beacon Street between Arlington Street and Mugar Way. 

e Replace the island with a mountable island. It will allow for 
larger trucks to turn. But, it keeps most drivers in their lanes 
as they turn onto Arlington Street. 

e Add a separated bike lane on the south side of Beacon Street 
from Arlington Street to Mugar Way. Bicyclist movements 
will not be in conflict with pedestrian movements. This will 
close the existing gap in the bicycle network. 

e Adjust signal timing to accommodate the new design. People 
walking and biking are protected from turning vehicles. 
There are no changes to vehicle capacity. 


Note: We are showing a concept. Materials and details will 


change with additional engineering. 


Existing signal pattern 
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Because of the signal timing, you have to wait on the 
island for a long time. 


Proposed signal pattern 
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We will adjust signal timing to accommodate the new 


design. 


You no longer have to cross through — and wait at — the small 


inaccessible island in the middle of the intersection. 


People walking and biking are protected from turning vehicles. 


There are no changes to vehicle capacity. 
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Commonwealth Avenue at Arlington 
Street 
Today, Arlington Street between the Commonwealth Avenue 


Mall and the Public Garden is used by drivers waiting for a 
green light. 


Of everyone who crosses Arlington Street on foot, up to 50% of 
them walk directly between the Mall to the Public Garden gates 


- despite the lack of a crosswalk. 


"Can we put a big crosswalk in the middle of 
the intersection so you can cross directly 
from the Public Garden to the 


Commonwealth Ave Mall?" 
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Our proposed design changes include the following: 





e Create a new, iconic crosswalk between the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall and the Public Garden. We will build a wide 
crosswalk and curb ramps to improve accessibility for 
pedestrians crossing Arlington Street. 

e Retain the existing crosswalks across Arlington Street on the 
north and south sides of Commonwealth Avenue. 

e Replace diagonal curb ramps with directional curb ramps, 
which are better for accessibility. 

e Minor changes to traffic signal operations. No change to 
vehicle capacity. 

e Add anew bike crossing across Arlington Street north of the 


new crosswalk. 


Note: We are showing a concept. Materials and details will 


change with additional engineering. 


Share your thoughts! 


Take our survey 


You can give feedback about one or all of the intersections. 


Meet with us during Office Hours 


You can talk with a member of the project team one-on-one. 
We will be available between 3 and 7 p.m. every other 
Wednesday through January. Sign up for a 15-minute phone call 


or virtual meeting. 


Send a note 


You can mail your comments to us at: 


Boston Transportation Department, ATTN: Stefanie Seskin, 1 
City Hall Square Room 721, Boston MA 02201 


Or, send an email to connect-downtown@boston.gov. 





Published by the City of Boston Transportation 
Department 


For more information about our Connect Downtown project, 


visit boston.gov/connect-downtown. 
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